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It is abnormal for a country
to host foreign troops in peace-
time.

For such a situation to re-
main in place, there must be an
international agreement be-
tween the sender and receiver
of the troops. In the case of
U.S. armed forces stationed in
Japan, the two countries have
an agreement in the form of
international law—in this case,
the Japan-U.S. Security Treaty.
In other words, U.S. forces are
allowed to stay in Japan only
under “the rule of law” as
stipulated by the treaty.

Article 10 of the security
treaty states that the treaty
shall terminate when the two

POINT OF VIEW/ Hiromichi Umebayashi

Is U.S. troop posture review logical for Japan?

practices of U.S. forces in
Japan.

According to the U.S.
government, the ongoing glo-
bal restructuring of U.S. forces
is the most comprehensive
since the cease-fire of the
Korean War. As such, it could

the premise for the
argument about the presence
of 1.8, troops in Japan, Thus
the U.S. government has re-
peatedly made a public pledge
to re-examine the stationing of
its troops while consulting
with its allies and obtaining
their consent

On Nov, 25, 2003, U.S. Presi-
dent George W. Bush released
a statement to officially an-
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governments agree that “Unit- mnounce the beginning of the Japan

ed Nations arrangements will global posture review talks and Second, t

satisfactorily provide for the called on friends and allies to  failed to cc

maintenance of international fully participate in the process.  tive plans tc

peace and security in the Japan For Japan, the process pres-  ive burden

area.” Thus, the framework is ents an ideal opportunity to  U.S. bases :

restrictive. settle the problems concerning  trated. Thi

Being consistent with such U.S. bases in Japan. Unfortun-  that Tokyo

restriction, the treaty also sets  ately, however, the [apanese danger the

up some conditions for U.S. government has been slow to was illustr:

troops stationed in Japan. react. crash of a !

They can either counter armed In my view, the Japanese U.S. Marim

attacks against Japanmese ter- government has the following Futenma o
ritories (Article 5) or contrib- two deep-rooted difficulties pus.

ute to maintaining the security related to the U.S. bases. To begi1

of Japan and international First, it has been unable to lems are 1

peace and security in the Far provide a satisfactory expla- they canb i
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countability on security policy
and public debate gets off the
ground.

The debate is expected to be
one that asks the Japanese
people just what kind of a
relationship they want their
peace-oriented nation to de-
velop with the heavily-armed
United States seeking military
dominance.

The United States has re-
peatedly explained why it
needs to carry out a compre-
hensive review of its military
at this juncture, The expla-
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the end of the Cold War, we no
longer expect our forces to
fight in place; our forces need
to be able to project power
into theaters that may be far
from where they are based.”

As far as U.S. forces station-
ed in Japan are concerned, this
is an idea that Japan cannot
readily accept.

As mentioned earlier, U.S.
troops are allowed to stay in
Japan under a limited frame-
work stipulated by law. Japan
is a constitutional state. For
Japan to accept this change,
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