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By YU YOSHITAKE sind MAYUND TOKT ® *Article 9 In a kind of an oath  port for the current Constitution.  ese citizens to pursue peace in  ernment, which Monday agreed
Staftwritera that Tokyo wants to contribute At apother rally arranged in  our region,” said Kang, who is 4  to plans for transformation and
to mai podce in East Asfa”  central Tokyo mmz:‘i'ng the group  lender of the Asia Peace and His-  realignment of ULS, forces,
As the nation observed the 59th  Lee Jun !gu. policy director of Forum for Peace, Human Rights  tory Education Network, a Seoul- He painted out that the Unit-
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rear of the Constitution with a  the Civil Network for a Peaceful  and Environment, South Korean  based group. ed States allows pre-cmptive at- |

Laﬂnnal holidsy, many leaders Korea in South Korea, said at a  activist Kang Hae Jung spoke an Speaking to about 700 people, tacks in its policy, and !.ht :
were locked in debate over rally In Tokyo where several pro-  the importance of Article 9 of the  many affiliated with labor unions, agreement could give the SDF 5= =" ¢
whether the document needed a  Constitution groups gathered with  Constitution, which renounces  she also pr a is= B which clearly vio- & — 2 4 = 2 5
major revisions. about 4,000 participants. war, sued Tuesday by several I.‘_\‘uuth Intes the Constitution. =3 {" Eol 4 % N
Constitution Day rallies were He pointed out that Japan s “Japan has Self-Defense Forces  Eorean civil groups saying, “Revi- Takashi Ebashi, who chairs the |5 _é 3 );:-f & gé %
held natlonwide a3 citlzens in- a point of reckoning with  and its troops were dispatched  sion of the Constitution would  forum and is a professor in con- |3 Bod 2R
volved in peace movements mﬂ; of Lower House mem-  for PRO actions and to Iraq. In  bring permanent instability to sllrurlnpa]ﬂl.kw at Hosel Unlver- |- A r‘% 553 [

stressed the importance of the  bers agreeiny the Constitution  that sense what is written in Ar- N t Asin” sity, said, “We must know that (¢ 77 |- Ei5 ,
pacifist clauses and nationalist in-  needs ticle 9 may have become a dead Ichiro Yuasa, 2 member of issues involving lhf Constitu- |71 & =5 g % 0y
tellectuals lobbied publicly for  The U House election next  letter, but for us, the article is the  Japan-based citizens group Peace  tlon are not Japan’s concern g ﬁ Ly g TF
year be o critical test of sup-  reason to join hands with Japan-  Depot, criticized the Japanese gov-  alone, LT T WA
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®”Nationwide rallies debate major changes to peace Constitution” (The Asshi Shimbun, 0645848) |
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