
 

 

People of Faith in Japan Call for Japan to Stop Relying 
on the U.S. Nuclear Umbrella and to Move toward the Establishment 

of a Northeast Asia Nuclear Weapon-Free Zone 

 

Any use of nuclear weapons brings about catastrophic humanitarian consequences, and is 

against our religious values, moral principles, and the humanitarian law. Therefore, we 

believe the nuclear weapons abolition is a spiritual imperative. 

 

In order to achieve a World Free of Nuclear Weapons, all states need to adopt a security policy 

that does not rely on nuclear weapons. In particular, as a nation that suffered from nuclear 

bombing, it is vital for Japan to leave the U.S. “nuclear umbrella” without further delay. The 

policy to establish a Northeast Asia Nuclear Weapon-Free Zone (NEA-NWFZ) enables Japan 

to leave the “nuclear umbrella” while ensuring its national security. It is also an effective way 

both for strengthening the global tide toward a World Free of Nuclear Weapons, and for 

overcoming the aggravated political situation in Northeast Asia. 

 

In July 2013, the Advisory Board on Disarmament Matters to the UN Secretary-General 

made a landmark recommendation stating that the “Secretary-General should also consider 

appropriate action for the establishment of a nuclear-weapon-free zone in North-East Asia”. 

Furthermore, at the UN High-Level Meeting in September 2013, the Mongolian President 

Elbegdorj, whose country is a nuclear weapon-free zone, mentioned he was ready to provide 

cooperation for the establishment of a NEA-NWFZ. Moreover, well-known scholars from 

countries including the United States, Australia, Japan and the Republic of Korea have 

proposed a comprehensive approach in establishing a NEA-NWFZ. 

 

We, the people of faith in Japan, express our support for the establishment of a NEA-NWFZ. 

And by so doing, we call for Japan, as a nation victimized by atomic bombing, to stop 

depending on nuclear weapons, weapons of an inhuman nature, and to contribute actively 

towards the achievement of a World Free of Nuclear Weapons,. 

 

 

CONVENOR REPRESENTATIVES: 

Rev. Kouichi KOBASHI (Moderator, National Christian Council in Japan) 

Rev. Gijun SUGITANI (Former Administrative Director of Tendai Buddhism 

Headquarters; Chair, Religions for Peace International Standing Committee on 

Disarmament and Security) 

The Most Rev. Archbishop Mitsuaki TAKAMI (Catholic Archdiocese of Nagasaki) 

Rev. Ryumyo YAMAZAKI (Jodo Shinshu Hongwanji-ha Buddhism) 

 

Contact Secretariate: 

Peace Depot, Inc. 

1-30-27-4 1F, Hiyoshi-honcho, Kohoku-ku, Yokohama, Japan 223-0062 

E-mail: office@peacedepot.org; Tel: +81-(0)45-563-5101; Fax: 

+81-(0)45-563-9907 

 

Supported by Religions for Peace (WCRP) Japan 

 

 

 



 

 

Convener/Endorser（55 members, as of November 14, 2016）              
 
*Convener 

 
AKIYAMA Toru* Ageo Joint Church Pastor, The United Church of Christ in Japan; Chair, 

Kanto Parish; Chair, World Missionary Work Committee 
AOKI Keisuke Former Sainenji Priest, Jodo Shinshu Honganji-ha 
ARAKAWA Yosei Chief Director, Japan Peace Joint Council for Religious People 
ASAKURA Machiko* Believer, Catholic Ichikawa Church 
ENDO Kyo Believer, Catholic Ofuna Church 
FUJI Daikei* Former Saifukuji Priest, Jodo Shinshu Honganji-ha 
FUKAMI Masakatsu Shimura Church Chief Pastor, Catholic Tokyo Archdiocese 
FURUKAWA Akira* 
GUNTO Tsuneaki* Former Komyoji Priest, Jodo Shinshu Honganji-ha 
HATA Tetsuya* Seihoji Priest, Jodo Shinshu Honganji-ha  
HIRANO Akio Believer, The United Church of Christ in Japan Hyakunincho Church  
HIRUMA Noriko Japan Catholic Council for Justice and Peace bureau 
IKEZUMI Yoshinori* Former Specially Appointed Professor at Rikkyo University Graduate 

School Institution for Christian Studies 
INOUE Yutaka* Hiroshima Nagatsuka Church Pastor, Church of Christ in Japan  
ISHIKAWA Yukichi Hoonji Priest, Jodo Shinshu Otani-ha 
ITO Yukiyoshi Eifukuji Priest, Sotoshu  
IZUMI Tetsuro Yamaguchi Prefecture President, Nenbutsusha Article 9 Association; 

Komyo-ji Priest 
KAMIYA Masamichi* Senior Advisor, Religions for Peace International Committee 

Disarmament and Security Standing Committee 
KANOU Mitsuko Committee, Nippon Sei Ko Kai Tokyo Holy Cross Church 
KANZAKI Masahiro Houshoji Priest, Jodo Shinshu Otani-ha 
KATADA Akihide Member, Nenbutsusha Article 9 Association; Member, Jodo Shinshu 

Otani-ha Article 9 Association; Believer, Jodo Shinshu 
KATO Daiten Eirinji Priest, Sotoshu 
KATO Junkyo Missionary, Jodo Shinshu Honganji-ha 
KATSUYA Taiji* Chair, Japan Catholic Council for Justice and Peace 
KAWANO Yasuko Chief Director, Japan Christian Women’s Organization Kyofukai 
KOBASHI, Koichi* Moderator, National Christian Council in Japan 
KONDO Rieko Parishioner, Shingonshu 
KONISHI Nozomi Sendai North Church Pastor, The United Church of Christ in Japan 
MAKINO Midori* Church of Christ in Japan Kanagawa Parish Naka Missionary Station 
MATSUSHITA Nisshin Myorenji Chief Abbot, Honmon Hokkeshu Daihonzan 
MIYAGI Tainen* Priest, Seigoin  
MURASE Toshio* Vice President, Christian Network for Peace Bureau 
NAGAOKA Hiroyuki Ryuunji Priest, Jodo Shinshu Honganji-ha 
NAKANO Tozen* Priest, Sotoshu  
OBATA Taisaku Pastor, The United Church of Christ in Japan 
ODAKE Masanori* Saizenji Priest, Jodo Shinshu Honganji-ha  
OKURA Kazumi* Secretary General, Japan Catholic Council for Justice and Peace 
Onishi Eigen Assistant Steward, Otowasan Kiyomizudera 
ONO Koju* Tenryuji Priest, Nichirenshu  
OTSUKI Junko* Joge Church Pastor, The United Church of Christ in Japan 
SAITO Akitoshi* Hourenji Priest, Shingonshu Chizan-ha  
SAITO Makoto Kosonji Priest, Jodo Shinshu Honganji-ha 
SASAKI Takashi Kyogakuji Priest, Jodo Shinshu Honganji-ha  
SHIMADA Shigeru* General Secretary, Japan YMCA Alliance 
SHIRATO Kiyoshi* Nobeji Church Pastor, The United Church of Christ in Japan 
SHIROYAMA Taiken* Houshoji Priest, Shinshu  
SUGAWARA Ryuken* Priest, Jodo Shinshu Honganji-ha; President, Shinshu War-Bereaved 

Family Association; Co-president, Anti-war & Peace Joint Action cross 
Honganji sects  

SUGITANI, Gijyun* Former Administrative Director of Tendai Buddhism Headquarters; 
Chair, Religions for Peace International Standing Committee on 
Disarmament and Security 

SUZUKI Reiko Former Chair, Japan Christian Conference 
SUZUKI Takashi Promoting Employee, Jodo Shinshu Otani-ha  
TAIRA Aika* Secretary General, Christian Network for Peace 
TAKAMI Mitsuaki* Archbishop, Catholic Archdiocese of Nagasaki 
UMEBAYASHI Tadamichi* Jokoji Priest, Jodo Shinshu Honganji-ha 
YAMAZAKI Ryumyo* Jodo Shinshu Hongwanji-ha Buddhism  
YOSHIDA Tatsuya Program Officer, Public Service Corporation Niwano Peace Foundation  


