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Yokosuka strike group returns from Operation Iragi Freedom

By USS Kitty Hawk and USS Cowpens Public Affairs

S Kitty Hawk (CV 63), USS Cowpens (CG 63)
l } and USS John S. McCain (DDG 56) returned to
their forward-deployed port of Yokosuka
Tuesday, May 6, after more than 100 consecutive days

underway in support of Operations Iraqi Freedom (OIF)
and Southern Watch (OSW).

During a deployment beginning Jan. 23, Kitty
Hawk and embarked Carrier Air Wing 5, with a
total complement of 5,336 crewmembers,
received the call to transit to the 5" Fleet Area of

Operations, Feb. 11.

Persian Gulf. Departing Yokosuka on January 20, Kitty Hawk and the ships of
her Strike Group participated in Operations Southern Watch and Iraqi
Freedom, along with aircraft of Carrier Air Wing (CVW) 5 and coalition navies
in the Central Command and 5" Fleet area of responsibility. (U.S. Navy photo
by PH1(AW/SW) David A. Levy, Fleet Imaging Center, Pacific)

Operating in the 5"
Fleet region, the ship’s
crew suffered the loss of
two officers. Lt. Tom
Adams, a recently
transferred crewmember
of Carrier Airborne Early
Warning Squadron (VAW)
115, died in a helicopter
crash during the opening
hours of the operation.
He was participating in a
military foreign exchange
program at the time. Lt.
Nathan White of Strike
Fighter Squadron (VFA)
195 was killed in combat
actions during a night
close-air support mission
on April 2.

The first ship to fire
Tomahawk missiles in the
Arabian Gulf on March 20,
Cowpens executed over 30
cruise-missile launches in
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Navy Nurse Corps Officer Lt. Rhonda Bennett and
hospital intern Dr. Nao Kimoto work together to
help a simulated casualty during a bilateral disaster
exercise with the Japan Maritime Self-Defense
Force. Each nation's medical team learned the
other's latest techniques and tools for mass
casualty triage, treatment and evacuation. U.S.
Naval Hospital, Yokosuka holds frequent drills
throughout mainland Japan to be ready for any
contingency. (U.S. Navy photo by Tom Watanabe)
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See English version on Page 15

. 3 : P,
MM3 Jose Gutierrez kisses his baby daughter,
Alysia Marie, for the first time. She was born March
3 while her father was on the USS Kitty Hawk (CV
63) supporting Operation Iraqi Freedom. (Photo by
Angela Bohon, CFAY Public Affairs)

support of Operation Iraqi Freedom.

During the months of March and April, Cowpens
also took over duties as the Air Defense
Commander (ADC) for the 5" Fleet Area of
Responsibility prior to the Abraham Lincoln Strike
Group heading home. Cowpens’ position was
unique in that she had only been operating with the
Kitty Hawk for a short time before assuming the
role as ADC.

In the Arabian Gulf, Kitty Hawk, now affectionately
known as the “Battle Cat,” served at the forefront of
operations with more than 3,000 sorties launched and
nearly 900,000 pounds of ordnance expended in
support of OIF. Approximately 39 million gallons of
water were produced, and nine million gallons of fuel
were expended.

Capt. Tom Parker, Kitty Hawk’s commanding
officer, says he is fortunate to have led the Battle Cat
and her Sailors.

“The fact that this great ship has recently
completed a combat cruise, and I have had the
ineffable honor of commanding America’s finest men
and women in a combat zone, fills me with pride and a
profound sense of gratitude that I have had this
opportunity,” Parker said.

“Taking command of the Battle Cat is the
greatest honor of my life, and the culmination of
my career,” Parker added. “And I pray every day
that I will be worthy of this responsibility. I've
never had a more rewarding or fulfilling job. And
I don’t think one exists, either in or outside the
service. Please don’t tell the President, he’ll want
my job!”

See ‘Strike Group’ on Page 15

Friends and family members await the return of
the USS Cowpens (CG 63) to Yokosuka. (U.S. Navy
photo by PH2 Crystal M. Brooks, Fleet Imaging
Center, Pacific)



