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Commedore Perez ¢came abeard to witness the changing of CURTIS WILBUR s
command from Commasder 4. J. Abramson to Command J, T, Lawer. On 3March 25,
200K in @ ceremony redling in the waves of the Sea of Japan the crew of CURTIS
WILBUR welcomed a mew Capiain and said farewell to another.

The next stop for CURTIS WILBUR was a post visit in the other United States
Mavy base in Japan ot Saseha, Over the span of 2 week CURTES WILBUR conduct=d
some much neaded repairs to its engineering plant as well as giving the crew some musch
fibéded ime ashore following its fime off Korea. Soon after, CURTIS WILBUR returned
bame 1o Yokosaka in late April to begin months of preparations o become the Navy's
first active Ballistic Missile Defense (BMD) shap.

Far the next three montis CURTIS WILBUR underwent extensive ablerstions 1o
its commund calions and combal systens suitss in preparstion for the first BMID patrol.
With the assistance of experts from Port Hueneme Maval Surface Warfare Division, Ship
Repair Facility Yokesuka, and Center for Surface Combat Syalems Yokosuka, CURTIS
WILBLUR was able to tranaform both is equipment snd training s prepane for this
vanguard deplayment, CLURTIS WILBUR sailors used their expentise 1o not only leam
their new equipment ard mission byl to also expand upan it and estehlish doctrine and
iralning for other BMID ships to follow,

I miid-July afler months of stresumes installatsons and training CURTIS
WILBLIR pust to sea to test its BMD equipment snd theory ased also to comduct its
Destrover Squadron 15 Mid-Cycle Assessment, With both evolistions passed and
validated CURTIS WILBUR suiled south toward a groundbresking and unprecedented
port wisil ko Da Mang, Viemam.

Ag anly the second Undted Sintes Mavy ship to visil Vietnam in thimy vears,
CURTES WILBUR sailors were more than aware &5 1o the uniquesess of the port viail
and the opportanities i1 offered. CURTIS WILBUR saibors made most out af their tinse
conducting numercas site aighlseemy and shopping tours. Several receptions and
community projeces helped o reawaken and strengthen ties thet had nid existed in Dn
Mang since the American departare in 1973 Through five mimculous days CURTIS
WILBLUK sailors had the experience of a lifetime opening new doorways for their
comnery and hemselves.

Fellowing Da Namg, CURTIS WILBLIR refurmed 16 Yokosuka for ancther fwos
manths of BMD peeparations. Using mach the seme regimen as the early spring,
CURTIS WILBLIR continued with (be extensive installations and training that was
needed. The first ever BMIY patrol began the last week of September as CURTIS
WILBUR sailed marth from Yokosika bound for the Sea of Japan,

Oictober 17, 2004 found CURTIS WILBUR on station and radiating its modified
SPY-1I¥ rader over Morth Korea in deferse of the Unsted States. Through twe weeks of
this proaf of eoncepd patrol CURTIS WILBUR avoided the swipes of both the BMD
critics and two typhaons o provide the best pessible coverage for this mew mission,



