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ST.~fE 151598 

ENO TExr PAGE 1. 
BEGIN TEXT PAGE-2: 
A TEAM OF NUCLEAR WEAPON DESIGN SPECIALISTS FROM THE U.S. 
NATIONAL LABORATORIES HAS EVALUATED THE SHORT- AND 
LONG-TERM CONSEQUENCES OF _THE A-4 AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT 
LOADED WITH ONE NUCLEAR WEAPON THAT OCCURRED ON DECEMBER 
5, 1965~ THE FOLLOWING IS A SUMMARY OF THEIR FINDINGS: 
(1) NEITHER A NUCLEAR NOR HIGH EXPLOSIVE DETONATION ' 
COULD HAVE OCCURRED AT THE TIME OF THE ACCIDENT BECAUSE 
THE SYSTEM WAS DESIGNED NOT TO ARM OR RECEIVE AN· ARMING 
COMMAND UNDER THIS ACCIDENT CIRCUMSTANCE ■ 

( 2 J THE NUCLEAR DEV ICE INVO LVEO IN THE ACCIDENT WAS NOT 
DESIGNED TO REMAIN STRUCTURALLY INTACT AT EXTREME OCEAN 
DEPTHS; THEREFORE, STRUCTURAL FAILURE OCCURRED BEFORE IT 
REACHED THE OCEAN FLOOR AT 16,000 FEET, EXPOSIIIG NUCLEAR 
~ATERIAL TD THE HYDROSPHERE, THE liIGH EXPLOSIVE {HE) 
COMPONENT ALSO WAS EXPQSED TO SEA HATER CORROSION 
EFFECTS~ THIS ACTION _NILL ASSURE THAT NO NUCLEAR OR HE 
DETONATION CAN EVER OCCUR IN THE ENVIRONMENT NOW OR IM 
THE FUTURE. 
{3) WITH REGARD TO ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT, THE INVOLVEb 
NUCLEAR MATERIAL HAS BEEN TESTED IN SEA WATER TO 
DETERMINE ITS SOLUBILITY. THESE TESTS SHOW THAT THE 
-'1ATERIAL WILL DISSOLYE IN A RELATIVELY SHORT TIME. 
BECAUSE OF ITS HIGH DENSITY, THE SOLUTE WOULD HAVE 
SETTLED VERY OUICKLY TO THE FLOO~ Of THE OCEAN ALONG WITH 
OTHER SEDIMENTATION. THEREFORE, THERE IS llO 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT. 
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