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SUBJECT:. l9b5 LOSS OF NUCLEAR WEAPON 
!l_!;_f_~: ~TE ..ll.Z1_89 ( DTG 0602022 MAY 89 - NOT AL) i 8) 
C1NCPACFLT 092224Z MAY 89 (NOTAL) 
l ■ SECRET - ENTIRE TEXT ■ 
2 ■ SUMMARY: GDJ REACTION Tb THE RECENT GREENPEACE 
REPORT ON THE LOSS OF A NUCLEAR WEAPON FROM A U.S •. 
CARRIER IN 1965 HAS THUS FAR BEEN MUTED ■ IN SHARP 
CONTRAST, HOWEVER, LOCAL GOVERNMENTS AND THE JAPANESE 
~ED[A HAVE RESPO~DED,SHARPLY AND VOCALLY TO REPORTS 

. PA~ TOKYO - 08300 Ol OF 02 110937.Z 
THAT A NUCLEAR WEAPON REHA[NS ON THE PACifIC FLOOR 1N 
INfERNATIONAL WATERS OFF OKINAWA ■ TO DATE, THE FOCUS 
OF PUBLIC ATTE~TICN HAS BEEN THE POSSIBILITY THAT THE 
WEAPON REPRESENTS A CONTINUING ENVIRONMENTAL DANGER, 
ALTHOUGH U.S. REASSURANCES THAT THE WEAPON DOES NOT 
POSE A HAZARD HAVE TAKEN THE EDGE OFF SOME OF THE MORE 
VOCAL CRITICISM ■ MEDIA TREATMENT DF THE ISSUE HAS 
QUIETED SINCE MONDAY, BUT LOCAL GOVERNMENTS AND CIVIC 
GR □-UPS ARE INCREASI~IGLY .f.B_ITICAL OF GOJ "INACTION" IN 
RESPONSE TO THE REPORT. 'f_l:1,HILE THE GOJ -HAS THUS FAR 

- ADOPTED A LOW-~EY POSTURE, SUBSEQUENT REVELATIONS THAT 
'nm u.s. CARIUER ENTERED YQKO.SUKA IMMEDlATE\.Y AFTER THE 

INCIDENT AN() L□ C_ Al GOVERNMENTS MAY ~OMPEL THE GOJ TO 
TAKE THE ISSUE UP WITH IS FORMALLYJ END SUMMARY. 
3. THE WEEKEND REVELATION BY THE GREENPEACE 
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ORGANIZATION THAT A U.S. NAVY A-4E LOADED WITH A>·> 
~UCLEAR WEAPON HAD FALLEN OFF THE USS TICONDEROGA .I~. 
1965 •. ANO THAJ THE WEAPON~ P(ANE, AND PILOT WERE LOST 
HAS PROVOKED A .PREDICTABLE STIR IN JAPAN• THE STORY 
WAS FRONT-PAGEO IN VIRTUALLY ALL PAPERS EARLIER· THIS. 
WEEK AND THE TELEVISION NEWS HAS DEVOTED CONSIDERABLE 
COVERAGE TO THE REPORTS FROM THE U.S. CONTAINING THE 
GREENPEACE ALLEGATIONS, INCLUDING THOSE REFERRING TO A 
U.S. ~COVER-UP" OF THE INCIDENT ■ THE PASSAGE OF 24 
YEARS SINCE THE ACCIDENT - ANO THE FACT THAT THE U.S. 

"MADE.THE INCIDENT PUBLIC IN 1981 - HAVE HELPED TO TAKE 
'THE SHARP EDGE OFF- I NIT I AL LOCAL REPORT! NG OF THE : 
INCIDENT BUT.DESPITE DISAPPEARING OFF THE FRONT PAGES 

:DURI/iG THE WEEK, THE.ACCIDENT IS STILL WITH US IN THE, 
"'JAPl,NESE MEDIA~·:· ... , ' ·· ·· · ., 

, 1t ■-RAST, THE GJJ•S REACTION HERE IN RESPONSE TO 

PAGE 03 TOKYO 08300 01 OF 02 1109372 
OUR NOTIFICATION HAS THUS FAR BEEN MUTED ■ UPON RECEIPT . 
. QF REf' A, POL-MIL OFFICER ADVISED MOFA NATIONAL [!'-/ 
s'ecu,u'TY AFFA!'lS DIVISION DEPUTY DIRECTOR SUGIYAMA OF OT 

[THE IMPENDING PUBLIC RELEASE OF THE GREENPEACE STORY. 
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,SIIR.IFrT, 1965 LOSS OF NUCLEAR '..IEAPON 

, • PUBLICLY, MOFA OFFICIALS ARE CITED iN t'HE MEDIA A::. 
ENGAGED IN THE COLLECT[ON OF ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

- CONCERNING THE ACCIDENT FROM THE U.S, AT THE SAME 
TIME, OTHER PRESS REPORTS EARLY THIS WEEK QUOTED ~OFA 
OFFICI~LS AS NOTING THAT THE INCIDENT HAD OCCURRED IN 
INTERNATIONAL H4TERS. IN RESPONSE TO PRESS INQUIRIES 
ON THE QUESTION OF WHETHER THE VESSEL MIGHT HAVE 
ENTERED A JA~ORT WITH NUCLE;R WEAPONS ABOARD, 
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MOFA OFFICIALS ARE REPORTED TO HAVE STATED lHAT SINCE 
THERE WERE NO CONSULTATIONS CALLED FOR BY THE U.S., THE 

· GOJ VIEW IS THAT THERE WAS_ NO INTRODUCTION OF NUCLEAR 
\.IEAPONS. 
a. MUCH OF THE FOCUS OF THE MEDIA TREATMENT CONTINUES 
TO BE ON WH.ETHER THE WEAPON POSES A THREAT TO THE 
ENVIRONMENT. ONE ARTICLE IN THE ASAHI SHIMBUN ON MAY 
10 ASKED,'"IS IT REALLY- SAFE?",' WHILE AN ASAHI· -
EDITORIAL CALLED-THE SITUATION AN "H-BOMB NIGHTMARE■" 
NEVERTHELESS, MEDIA SPECULATION.ABOUT THE POSSIBILITY 
OF. AN EXPLOSIO~ OR MAJOR ENVIRONMENTAL DAMAGE APPEAR TO 
HAVE SUBSIDEOcSINCE THE BEGINNING OF THE WEEK, ANO THE 
FACTUALFOLLQWO:.up RELEASES BY 000 (REF B, FOR EXAMPLE) 

':APPEAR. -TO· HAVE(. HELPED. · ·• , · : · ,.: ... · .. · · · · 
· 9~ JCOMMENT-:j{fHE GOJ•S LOW-KEY .RESPONSE TO THE: · . 
. ACC~..:OWEVER, CONTINUES TO DRAW FIRE FROM THE 

PA~ TOKYO 08300 02 OF 02 ll0938Z 
PRESS ANO FROM LOCAL. GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS~ PREDICTA!3L V 
BECAUSE OF THE LOCATION OF THE ACCIDENT, THE OKINAWA· 
MEDIA HAVE BEEN PARTICULARLY CRITICAL ANO THE OKINAWA 
PREFECTURAL ASSE~BLY REPORTEDLY WILL MEET S60N TO DRAW 
UP A PROTEST RESOLUTION CRITICAL OF BOTH THE U.S. AND 
THE G.OJ ■ LOCAL LABOR. GROUPS IN OKINAWA AND SOUTHERM 
KYUSHU ARE ALSO ORGANIZING PROTESTS (ONE GROUP HAS 
ASKEO TO CALL AT THE EMBASSY ON MONDAY TO DELIVER ITS 
PETifIONJ ■ YOKOSUKA MAYOR Y:JJ<OYAMA, U? FOR RE-ELECTION 
IN JUNE, INDICATED ro THE PRESS THAT HE WOULD LIKE TO 
"IMMEDIATELY SET OUT TO INVESTIGATE THE CASE ■" 
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