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z. SUMMARY: G3J REACTION TO THE RECENT GREENPEACE XN
CREPORT ON. THE LOSS OF A NUCLEAR AEAPON FROM A UsS.. | C
CARRIER IM 1965 HAS THUS FAR BEEN MUTED. IN SHARP - S

CONTRASTy HOWEVERs LOCAL GOVERNMENTS AND THE JAPANESE
C MEDIA HAVE RESPONDED SHARPLY AND_VDCALPY T3 REPORTS -

PAGE 02 - . TOKYC 03300 _ '
THAT A NUCLEAR WEAPON REMAINS ON THE PACIFIC FLCOR IN _\ ‘
INTERNATIONAL WATERS OFF OKINAWA. TO DATE, THE FOCUS :

OF PUBLIC ATTENTICN HAS BEcN THE POSSIBILITY THAT THE

WEAPON REPRESENTS A CONTINUING ENVIRONMENTAL DANGER,

ALTHOUGH U4Ss REASSURANCES THAT THE WEAPON DOES NOT .

PDSE A HAZARD HAVE TAKEN THE EDGE OFF SOME OF THE MORE

VOCAL CRITICISM« MEDIA TREATMENT OF THE ISSUE HAS ' '
QUIETED SINCE MONDAYs 2UT LOCAL GOVERNMENTS AND CIVIC
GROUPS ARE INCREASINGLY LRITICAL OF GOJ “INACTION™ IN
- RESPONSE TO THE REPORT. fWHILE THE GOJ HAS THUS FAR

= ADOPTED A LOW-<EY POSTURE,
©THE UeSe CARRIER ENTERED YOKOSUKA IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE
INCIDENT AND LOCAL GOVERNMENTS MAY _COMPEL THE GOJ TO
 TAKE THE ISSUE UP WITH IS FORMALLY.F¥ END SUMMARY.

3. THE WEEKEND REVELATION BY THE GREENPEACE
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SUBS EQUENT REVELATIONS THAT
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DRGANIZATIDN THAT A U-S- NAVY A=4E LUADED WITH A :
NUCLEAR WEAPON HAD FALLEN OFF THE USS TICDNDERUGA IN
1965+, AND THAT THE WEAPONy PLANE, AND PILOT WERE LOST
HAS PROVOKED A 'PREDICTABLE STIR IN JAPAN. THE STORY

WAS FRONT—PAGED IN VIRTUALLY ALL PAPERS EARLIER-THIS

" WEEK ‘AND THE TELEVISION NEWS HAS DEVOTED CONSIDERABLE
COVERAGE TQ THE REPORTS FROM THE UeSe CONTAINING THE
GREENPEACE ALLEGATIONS, IMCLUDING THOSE REFERRING TO A
‘UeSe TCOVER-UP™ OF THE INCIDENTe THE PASSAGE OF 24
YEARS SINCE THE ACCIDENT — AND THE FACT THAT. THE UeSe.
"MADE THE INCIDENT PUBLIC IN 1981 — HAVE HELPED TO TAKE
THE 'SHARP EDGE OFF.INITIAL LOCAL REPORTING OF THE . R
INCIDENT BUT.DESPITE DISAPPEARING OFF THE FRONT PAGES‘”

S OURING - THE HEEKv THE ACCIDENT IS STILL HITH US IN THE
*JAPANESE MEDIAL"™ - oo
- IN. CONTRASTy THE GUJ'S REACTIDN HERE IN RESPDNSE TD -
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OUR NOTIFICATION HAS THUS FAR BEEM MUTED. UPON RECEIPT .
OF REF Ay POL-MIL DFFICER ADVISED MOFA NATIONAL ' P
SECURITY AFFAIRS DIVISION DEPUTY DIRECTOR SUGIYAMA oF

THE IMPENDING PUBLIC RELEASE OF THE GREENPEACE STORY.
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" is  PUBLICLYs MOFA OFFICIALS ARE CITED in (HE MEDIRA As
ENGAGED IN THE COLLECTION OF ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
CONCERNING THE ACCINENT FROM THE U.S. AT THE SAME |
TIMEy OTHER PRESS REPORTS EARLY THIS WEEK QUOTED MOFA
OFFICTALS AS NOTING THAT THE INCIDENT HAD QCCURRED 1IN
INTERNATIONAL WATERS.  IN RESPONSE TO PRESS INQUIRIES

"ON THE QUESTION OF WHETHER THE VESSEL MIGHT HAVE
ENTERED A JAPANESi PORT WITH NUCLEAR WEAPONS ABOARD,
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MUFA DFFICIALS ARE REPORTED TO HAVE STATED THAT SINCE

. THERE WERE NO CONSULTATIONS CALLED FOR BY THE UeSaey THE
604 VIEW IS THAT THERE WAS NO INTRODUCTIUN GF 'NUCLEAR

. WEAPONS. .

8. MUCH OF THE Fucus OF THE MEDIA TREATMENT CDNTINUES

- TO BE ON WHETHER THE WEAPON POSES A THREAT TO THE

ENVIRONMENT» ONE ARTICUE IN THE ASAHI SHIMBUN UN MAY

10 ASKEDe "IS IT REALLY. SAFE?%, WHILE AN ASAHI -. - -

EDITORIAL CALLED-THE SITUATION AN "H-BOMB NIGHTMARE."
"NEVERTHELESSe MEDIA SPECULATION ABOUT THE POSSIBILITY

- OF AN EXPLUSION OR MAJOR ENVIRONMENTAL DAMAGE. APPEAR TO
- HAVE ‘SUBSIDED:SINCE THE BEGINNING OF. THE WEEKs AND THE

- FACTUAL. FOLLOW-UP RELEASES BY DOD (REF By FOR EXAMPLL)
""APPEAR -TO HAVELHELPEDe - - v~

U Geld CDMMENT',{iﬂe GOJ*S LOW-KEY RESPDNSE T0 THE
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PRESS AND FROM. LOCAL GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS<J PREDICTABLY
BECAUSE OF THE LOCATION OF THE ACCIDENT, THE OKINAWA -
MEDIA HAVE BEEN PARTICULARLY CRITICAL AND THE OKINAWA
'PREFECTURAL ASSEMBLY REPORTEDLY. WILL MEET SOON TO DRAW
UP A PROTEST RESOLUTION CRITICAL OF BOTH THE U.Se. AND
THE GOJe  LOCAL LABOR GROUPS IN OKINAWA AND SOUTHERM
‘KYUSHU ARE ALSO DORGANIZING PROTESTS (ONE GROUP HAS
ASKED TO CALL AT THE EMBASSY GM MONDAY TO DELIVER ITS

. PETITION). YOKOSUKA MAYOR YOKOYAMAs UP FOR RE-ELECTION
IN JUNE, INDICATED TO THE PRESS THAT HE WOULD LIKE TO
"IMMEDIATELY SET QUT TO-INVESTIGATE THE CASE."
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