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MEMORANDUM FOR SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
DEPUTY SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

THROUGH: UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE FOR POLI~ 4 OCT 1989 

FROM: Henry s. Rowen, ASD(ISA) \~\t-0&OCT IJ89 

SUBJECT: Responding to Japanese Question on USS Ticonderoga 
Incident (U) 

PURPOSE: ACTION--(U) SecDef decision on appropriate response 

RECOMMENDATION: (U) That SecDef approve response to GOJ and 
related public affairs guida~ce at Tab A. COORDINATION: 
lli3C(AsiaJ, State(EAP), USCI~CPAC, and Ambassador to Japan_ 
Armacost conc.u,r. N_avy hasoncurred through tfil! ,n11Ttary chain, 
but th ir'formal reply is awaitin Un Secretar review next 
week. 
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RESPONSE TO GOVERNMENT OF JAPAN 

T~e following is the formal response to your question as to whether the USS 
Ticonderoga entered port on December 7, 1965: 

"Understanding the special concerns of the Japanese people, the U.S. Government 

has been forthcoming in providing information surrounding the Ticonderoga 

incident. Information concerning the accident, including location and 

environmental impact have been provided to the Government of Japan. However, 

the U.S. Government feels any further discussion on this matter could compromise 

our operational policies and have an adverse effect on our national security 

interests." 
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(INTERNATIONAL SECURITY AFFAIRS) 
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SUBJECT: 
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Responding to Japanese Question on USS Ticonderoga 
Incident (U) -- ACTION 
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RESPONSE TO GOVERNMENT OF JAPAN 

T~e following is the formal response to your question as to whether the USS 
Ticonderoga entered port on December 7, 1965: 

"Understanding the special concerns of the Japanese people, the U.S. Government 

has been forthcoming in providing information surrounding the Ticonderoga 

incident. Information concerning the accident, including location and 

environmental impact have been provided to the Government of Japan. However, 

the U.S. Government feels any further discussion on this matter could compromise 

our operational policies and have an adverse effect on our national security 

interests." 
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' Oral message delivered to the Japanese Embassy in response to a question about 
movements of USS Ticonderoga 

" Understanding the special concerns of the Japanese people, the U.S. 
Government has been forthcoming in providing information surrounding the 
Ticonderoga incident. Information concerning the accident, including location and 
environmental impact have been provided to the Government of Japan. However, 
the U.S. Government feels any further discussion on this matter could compromise 
our operational policies and have an adverse effect on our national security 
interests." 


