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A message to the American people from Okinawan and Japanese citizens who seek peaceachieved without military force:

Phota by The Ryukyu Shimpo

In 1943, during the last days of WW I, the US.
and the former Japanese Imperial forces
conducted an intense ground battle in Okinawa,
the small island in the southwest part of Japan.
The battle claimed 200,000 lives, including many
American and Japanese soldiers, and a much
larger number of unarmed Okinawan citizens.
Since that time, the U.S. military forces have
occupied Okinawa, using land which was seized
by force. Even today, 39 U.S. Military bases and
facilities, including 8 Marine Corps bases and 1
Air Force base, still remain in Okinawa.
Although the end of Cold War g, j—}
§ was accompanied by overall . . -
{ reduction of U.S. military power -~
and closing of U.S. domestic -~
and overseas bases, the US. _
military bases in Okinawa ? oo
remain at the same level.or g :J,:
in some cases, have 4 '/‘: I
actually undergone a N " W5 Mitary Bases

buildup. B l//OKTI:AWA

Save the Dugong!

A protected species under an international environmental

profection treaty swim in the ocean offshore Nage City, in

- the northern part of Okinawa Istand. The very existence of

L this charming, mermaid-dike animal is threatened by the

IR SR e , AT s U.S. and Japanese governments' plan to build a gigantic
T x offshore Marine Corps air base in this area.

Would you keep silent if it were your community?
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